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2 Kings vii. 2. latter Part. 


Behold, thou ſhalt ſee it with thine 
Eyes, but ſhalt not eat thereof. 


5 ESE Words are a De- 
nunciation of Vengeance 
2 againſt that ſeoffing Lord, 

who turn d to Ridicule the Meſlage 
which God ſent to Feboram King 

of Iſrael by his Prophet Eliſha, 


WHEN the Famine of Samaria 
was ſo very grierous, and laſted 
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ſo long, that the periſhing Inha- 


bitants deſpaired of any Relief, | 
God was pleaſed to let them know, 


by the Mouth of Eliſha, that their 
Deliverance was nigh at hand. 


TEN Eliſha ſaid, Hear ye the 
Word of the Lord, thus faith the 
Lord, To Morrow about this Time 

ſhall a Meaſure of fine Flower be ſold 

for a Shekel, and two Meaſures of 

Barley for a Shekel, in the Gate of 

Samar. 


TEN 5 Lord, on whoſe Hand 
the King leaned, anſwered the Man 


+ of God, and ſaid, Bebold, i the 


Lord 


wal 
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[3] 
Lord would make Mindoms in Had. 
ven, might this Thing le? And 
Eliſha ſaid, Behold thou ſhalt ſee i; 
with thine Eyes, but ſhalt not eat 
thereof, Ver. 1, 2: 


— 


Tavs did Eliſha denounce a 


2 juſt Puniſhment againft that ſcof- 


fing Lord, who openly derided the 
Promiſe, and diſtruſted the Powef 
and Faithfulneſs of God Al- 
mighty, 


Bec avs the promiſed Delives 
rance was too great to be wrought 
by any human Means, he therefore 
2 thought it beyond the 
| a 2 Reach 


[4] 


Reach of God's Power; and be- 


cauſe it ſeemed to him, that God 
was unable to effect it, | and per- 


form his Promiſe, he ; therefore 
boldly and raſhly preſumed, that 
God muſt of Conſequence prove 


n and break ths Word. 


- ns 1 
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Tuxs 1 were the ; ONE 


Thoughts of that Lord on whoſe 


Hand the King leaned: But he not 
only ſaw with his own Eyes God's 
Promiſe fulfilbd, but alſo felt in 


his own Body the ſecond Prediction 
accompliſhed'; for we read in the 


leventeenth Verſe of this Chapter, 
5 \ FOIL 5 | a That 
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That 1 King appointed the Lord on 
whoſe Hand he leaned, to have the 
charge of the Gate; and the People 
trode upon him in the Gate, and he 
died. He ſaw the promiſed Plenty 
with his Eyes, but did not live to 


eat thereof. Behold, thou ſhalt ſee it 
with thine Eyes, but ſhalt not eat 
* 


Ay here it will not be impro- 


per to obſerve by what unexpected 


Means this great Deliverance was, 
brought about, as we find it re- 
corded in this Chapter, out of 
which I have taken my Text. 1 


2 


B 3 IN 
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_ In the Verſes immediately fol 


- lowing my Text, we read, 4ud 


there were four leprous Men at the 
entering in of the Gate; and they 
ſaid one ta another, Why fit we here 
until we die? I we ſay we will eur 

| ter into. the City, then the Famine is 
in the City, and we ſhall die there; 
and if we fit ſtill herr, we die alſo : 
Now therefore come, and let us fall 
wnto the Hoſt of the Syrians; i, 
they ſave us alive, we ſhall live; and 

'S if they kill us, we ſhall but die. And 
1 they roſe up in the Twilight, to go 
wnto the Camp of the Syrians; and 
when they were come to the utter moſt 
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Part of the Camp of Syria, behold 
there was no Man there ; for the 


Lord had made the Hoff of the dy- 


rians to hear 4 Noiſe of Chariots 
and a Noiſe of Horſes, even the Noiſe 


| of a great Hoſt; and they ſaid one to 


another, Lo, the King of Iſrael hath 


' hired againſt us the Kings of the 


Hittites, and the Kings of the Egyp- 
tians, to come upon us. Wherefore 
they aroſe, and fled in the Twilight, 
and left their Tents, and their Horfes, 
and their Aſſes, even the Camp as it 
was, and fled for their Life. 


And when the Lepers came to the 
urrermoſt. Part of the Camp, they went 
i Ks 1 
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into one Tent, and did eat and drink, 


and carried thence Silver, and Gold, 
and Raiment, and went and hid it; 


and came again, and entered Po 
another Tent, and carried thence alſo, 
and went and hid tt. Then they ſaid 
one to another, We do not well - this 
Day is a Day of good Tidings, and 


we hold our Peace : If we tarry till 
the Morning Light, ſome Miſchief 
will come - upon. us; now therefore 


come, that we may go and tell the 
King's Howjbold, r 4 


\ 
x 


So they came, and called unto the 


Porter of the City, and they told him, 
Wu, We came to the (amp of the. 


Syrians, 


— 


Syrians, and behold, there WAS 10 


<9) 


Man there, neither Voice of Man; 


/ bas Hor ſes tied, and Aſſes ted, and 


the Tents as they were. And he cal. 
led the Porters, and they told it to the 


| King's Houſe within. 


No Famine, was ever more ter- 


- rible and afflicting than this Fa- 


mine in Samaria, except that in - 


ruſalem, Which happen d in thoſe 
Days which our Saviour had fore- 


told ſhould come upon her ; when 


her Enemies did caſt a. Trench 


abouther, and com paſſed her round, 


and kept her in on every ſide, and 


and 


(1 ) 
and her Children within her, 
Licke xix. 43, © 44. 
mine was at the Height ; then 
2 Buſhel of Corn was fold for a 
hundred Crowns; and the ſtarving 


Fews were glad to find the Dung 


of Oxen, that they might get a 
ſhort Reprieve from approaching 
Death. Then the Wives, whoſe 
Care it uſed to be to provide 
Meat for their Husbands, were the 
" firſt who took it out of their 


Mouths : Children ſnatched from 


their Parents, and Mothers from 
their Infants. Then, according 
to the Prophecy of Jeremiah, The 
Lord canſed them to eat the Fleſh of 
| their 


Then Fa- 
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Cw) 


their Sous, and the Fleſh of theiy 


' Daughters ; and they did eat every 
one the Fleſh of his Friend in the 


Siege and Straitneſs, wherewith their 
Enemies, and they that fought their 
Lives, did ſtraiten them. Jerem. 
xix 9, 


Tars Famine, no doubt, was 
the ſevereſt Judgment that was 
ever executed on a People ; it be- 
ing inflicted as a Puniſhment for 
the greateſt Sin that was ever com- 
mitted by a People, namely, the 
Crucifying the Son of God, and 
putting him to an open Shame. 


BUT 


Cw) 


But among all the various Veſcrip- 
tions of Miſery and Diſtreſs, which 


are given us In the Old Teſtament; 
- there is none related with more 


tragical Circumſtances than the 


great Famine which raged! in K 5 


_ mar ia. 


Tur ad and lamentable Con- 
Son of the farving Inhabitants, 


and the fignal and ſurpriging In- 


terpoſiti tion of the Almighty, at 


once raiſe i in us the different Mo- 


tions of Pity and Compaſſion on, of 
Foy + and amaxement. | 


So extremely raging _ the 
_ Famine, that it was able to diſſolve 
18 | the 


cy) 


the eng Ties of Nature, and 
wholly to take away all Diſtinc- 
tion of Blood and Kindred. For 
as the King of -Urael was paſſing by 
upon the Wall, there cried aWoman un- 


ib him, ſaying, Help, ny Lord, O King 


Aud be ſaid, If the Lord do not help 
thee, whence ſhall I help thee ? out of 
the Barn Floor, or out of the Wines 
Preſs ? And the King ſaid unto, her, 


What aileth thee.? And ſbe anſwered, 


This Woman ſaid unto me, Give thy 
Son, that we may eat him to Day, 
and we will eat. my Son to Morrow. 
So we boiled my Son, and did eat him ; 
And 1 ſaid. unto. her. on the. next 
DG; Give hy Son that we may cai 

him; 
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came to paſs when the King heard the 


Clothes, Chap. vi. 26, Or. 


Tux bare Relation of this dread: 1 
ful and barbarous Act of Cruelty 
ſtruck Fehoram, whe was far from 


being a good and tender Prince, 
with ſuch a Horror and Deteſta - 
tion of fo inhuman a Deed, that 
he immediately rent his Cloaths ; 
though the very acting of it had 
no ſuch Effect on the hungry Mo- 


ther. One would have tho ught a 


Mother could never have beheld, 


without | Aſtoniſbment, much leſs 


have 


Ld 


him ; and ſbe hid her Son. And : 


Words of the Woman, that he rens his | 


Fl. 


pli 


have eaten, with any Pleaſure the 


(us) 


boiled Fleſh of her Son, but would 
have choſen rather to die with 
Hunger, than to be kept alive by that 
Fleſh, to which ſhe herſelf gave 


the firſt Nouriſhment. 


UNDER theſe uni Circum- 
ſtances of Miſery and Deſpair were 
the People of Samaria Without 
their Walls were the powerful and 
numerous Hoſts of the Syrians ; 
within their Walls Famine and 
Death. They had no Hopes of 
being reſcued from their Enemies, 
nor any vifible Means of being ſup. 
plied with Proviſions, but were 

Utterly 


) 


(16) 
utterly deſtitute as to any humari 
Help, and without any Proſpect 
of a Deliverance either from the 
Oriaus or the Famine. 


a» 


. UnDtxrR theſe deſperate Cir- 


cumſtances, no Power but a divine 
one could aſſiſt them: Nothing 
leſs than the Almighty? Hand of 


Providence could deliver them out 


of this ſore Diſtreſs. And accord- 
ingly, in this critical Juncture God 


ſends the Prophet Eliſba to Je ho- 


ram with this comfortable Meſſage, 


Hear ge the Word, of the Lord, thus 
ſaith the Lord, Jo- morrom about this 


Time ſball a Meaſure of fine Flower 
Nn be 


{.F 
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be ſold *. a Shekel, ( that is, at Fg 


very low Price,) and two Meaſures” 
of Barley. for 4 Shekel,” in v rhe Gates 


hi Samaria. 5 19 


Pris Mon of ſo great Im- | 

portance, and ſo much beyond all 
Expectation, made a Lord, Wh 
truſted more in the Policy and 


Contrivance of Men than in the 
Power of God, openly diſcover his 
Unbelief and Diſtruſt of the Pro- 
phet's Prediction: For the Man of 


God had no ſooner delivered! Wis 


Meſſage to the King, but the Lord 
on whoſe Hand the King leaned, 
anſwered him with a Scoff, and ſaid 

C Behold, 


e 
| | 1 aL if the Lord _y make Wins. | 
doms in Heaven, might this Thing bo? 
is As much as if he had ſaid, If the 
|| Lord would ſhower down Provi- 
3 Hons in the greateſt Plenty ima- 
ginable, and even overwhelm them 
with a Deluge of Corn, it could 
hardly be ſold at ſo low a Price. 
* For this prophane Lord had cer- 
1 tainly an Eye in this his Scoff to 
bike eleventh Verſe of the ſeventh 
8 | Chapter of Geneſis; | where, When 
1 - God was bringing a Deluge upon 
moe Earth, it is ſaid, That the Win 
bos of Heaven were qpened. 
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Bor the Prophet inkeply to him 


affirm d, That not only what he fore 


told ſhould aſſuredly come to pals; 
but moreover, that the very Day 
which ſhould give Life to the periſh- 


ing Inhabitants of Samaria, ſhould 
give him his Death; and that he him 
{elf ſhould ſee with his own Eyes 


the promiſed plenty, but ſhould 
not enjoy it. Behold, thou Malt ſee 
it with thine Eyes, but ſbalt not 
eat thereof, From this Explication 
of the Text, we may make * 
bend Inferences. TOE 

Fr Ta Aben Cos I 
a Deliverance, he will certainly 
(ot C 2 bring 


(20) 


bring it to paſs, though the Means 
* , - whereby it may be effected lie be- 
yond the Reach of all human policy 
and Contrivance. T 
Second, Luar 3 115 Aiſtruſt 
God's Power to bring to paſs what 
he has promiſed, becauſe the Means 
whereby it may be efſetted come 
not within the Comprehenſion of 
their narrow Underſtandings, will 
certainly meet with a juſt Puniſh - 
ment They may live to ſee, 
| though not to partake of the pro- 
miſed Deliverance: Behold, thou 
Halt ſee it with thine Eyes, but foal 


not eat thereof. held 1 
N 1110 333 os 
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Ihirah, and Laſtly, Tua r in all 
our Exigencies, and under all our 
Difficulties, it is our Duty to put 
our Truſt and Confidence in the 
Lord, and he, in his appointed 
Time, 7 2 deliver us ont of them 


[ 
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Ax, firſt; when God promiſes 
a Deliverance, he vill certainly 
bring it to paſs, though the Means 
vrhereby it may be effected lie be - 
yond the Reach of all human po- 
ley and Contrivance, | - {+ + 
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n dificule or h 


hie the promiſed Deliverance may. 


Cem to us, yet God bas always ready 
the Means of bringing to paſs what 


he has promiſed. It may, lay be- 


yond. the Limits, of f human Poli- 


cy and Contrivance, but ſtill it is... 


within the Reach of God's Power. 
It is the Lord alone who in Famine 


can redeem us from Death,; ; and i in 


Mar from the Fomer (of... the Sword. 
Job v. | 20. Let us be in nev er ſo 


great Straits, yet if God gives us 


his Promiſe of a Deliverance, he 


will certainly perform it; and if 


weidisbeheve it, that very Disbe- 


lief 


2 


> TW) 
lief will deprive us of the Benefit 
of it: -Behold, thou ſhalt ſee it with 
thine Byet, but ſhalt not eat thereof. 
When the Word of the Lord .goeth 
Forth out of + his Mouth, it ſhall 


not return unto him void; but” 
it ſhall acrompliſʒ that which it 
plegſeth; and it ſball © proſper in 
70 Thing whereunto be endeth 
it. 4s be has. thoug bt fo: ſbhll- it 
— 10 paſs 3 and as he has purpo- 
ſed, ſo ſhall it ſtand; and what: his 
Soul defireth, even that be doth - For 
there is w too. had for the 


„„ ů AQ 


2 , * 


Our would have thought that 
the many Miracles which God at 
ſundry Nimes and in divers Man- 
ners had wrought among his Peo- 
ple, would have ſufficiently re- 
moved all Diſtruſt and Infidelity : 
For was it not as eaſy for that 

God, who kept the Widow s Barrel 

: "on Meal, and Cruſe of Oil from 

8 failing, 1 Kings xvii: 16. to pro- 
vide the People of Samaria alſo 
with Corn ?. He who rained. down 

Bread from Heaven for his Peo- 
ple in the Wilderneſs, could, 
if he pleaſed, as eaſily have 
riined down born on the People 

of 


of Samaria. We may reſt, ffured 
chat God's Infinite Power, can help 
us in any Extremity; and that; 
if we are worthy Objects of his 
Compaſſion, his infinite Lov e will | 
if, like the three Children of the 
Captivity, we are caſt into the 
Midſt of a burning fiery Furnace, 
he can deliver us, and make the 
Flames forget to hurn; or if, like 
Daniel, we are caſt into the Den 
of Lions, he can ſtop their Mouths; 
and reſtrain the Violence of their 
Hunger. in: Düg TIA 
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RV THz Y who diſtruſt 


he has promiſed/ becauſe the Means 
wheteby it may be effected come 
not within the Comprehenſion of 
their narrow / Underſtandings, will 
certainly meet with 2 juſt Puniſh» 
ment: They may live to ſee, 
though not to partake of the pro- 
miſed Deli veranre. Bebold, 101 
ſhalt fee it ae, bur ſoak 
_ EE: FL! A Io 


% art 1 


eee and; an im 
Diſtruſt, deprives and robs Men of 
that Benefit and Advantage of 
Gods Prov idence, hee h all thoſe 


Who 


God's Power to bring to pafs whut 


(27) 
who firmly rely upon him ſo 
largely en joy; and Deſpair com 
monly treads. cloſe on the - Heels 
of that Perſon,” who: dares not put 
his Confidence in God, as we too plain- 
ſee in the late dreadful Inflance' 
of —-$M1T+H;; and indeed 
there have been few: Who have 
murmured at the Proceedings of 
God, or have diftruſted his Provi- 
dence, but have been overtaken by 
men be vo Hin 


en is 0 * of "ow Ho- 
nour, and none ſhall, with Impu- 
nity dare to think that he can be 
| guilty'of a Breach of Promiſe, In 
1 : the 


CT] :- 
the thirteenth and fouiteenth 
Ouapters of the Book of Number, 
we are told, That Moſes, by Com- 
mandment of the Lord, ſent Men 


from the . Wilderneſs of Buran to 
ſearch the Land of Canaan; and 
that the Men that were ſent, re- 
turned from ſearching the Land 
after forty Days, aid eame to 
Moſes} and gave him an Account 
of it ʒ but through Fear and Diſ- 
truſt they added, Nævert heloſo, the: 
Frople be ſtrong that inhabit the Land,. 
and the Cities are walled, and very 
great; and moreover we you * 
Fr: Te f Anak. | £ omg 
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1 WE'Y all); extope Fiſts ind 


Caleb, gave ſuch an Account of 
the Strength of the Canaanites, as 


diſheartened the reſt of the Iſrae- 


lites from thinking they ſhouldever 


become Maſters of the Land, as 
God had promiſed them. By this 


their Infidelity, God as ſo juſtly 


provoked, that he ſwore in bis 
Wrath, that they. ſhould not enter 


into his Reſt; that none of all the 


Iſraelites which murmured againſt 
him, from twenty Tears old, and 
upwards,: ſhould live ty come into the 
Land of Canaan, except Joſhua and 
Caleb. As for all the others, they 

ſhould 


| 
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ſhould die in the Wilderneſs, and 
their Children ſhould wander in 


the Wilderneſs forty Vears. 


i wur Children ſhall wander in the 
Miderneſ. 5 forty Tears; | after the 
Number of the Days in which ye 
ſearched the' Land,” even forty Days 


(each Day for a Tear) Shall ye bear 


your Iniquities, even forty Years, and 
Je ſhall know my Br each of Promiſe: 


"Mind xiv. 33, 34. 


2 


Tuus were they forced to ſub. 
mit to the judgment which they 
had brought u moe themſelves by 


| their Inidebry. 
WHEN 


r 


Wu 3 Abel, at 
the warlike Preparations of ſo po- 
tent and formidable an Enemy as 
the King of Aria, enter d into an 
Alliance with the King of Bgypt, 
becauſe this Alliance ſeem d to 
carry in it a Diſtruſt of God's Pro. 


vidence and Protection, the Prophet 


Iſaah is ſent to ſhew him the great 
Folly and Wickedneſs of truſting 

to Egypt, and forſaking the Al- 
r 


{Woe to 8. faith rhe ths 
Was xxxi. that go down io Rgypt 


for Help, and ſtay on Horſes, and 


truſt 


15 


[32] 


| waſh in Chariots beeauſe they are 


man, and in Horſeman becauſe they 
are ſtrong; but they look not unto the 
Holy One of Ifrael, neither ſeek the 
Lord. And Chap. xxx. Woe to the 


rebellious Children that walk down. 


into Egypt, to ſirengthen themſelves 


in the Strength of Pharaoh, and to 
truſt in the Shadow of Egypt; there- 


fore ſhall the Strength of Pharaoh 
be your Shame, and the Truſt in the 


Shadow, of Egypt your Confuſion. 


AND in the New Teſtament, 
ven Zacharias ſeemed not to give 
'Credit to the Words of the Angel 


Gabriel and laid unto him, hereby 


A1 | ball 


L 

ſhall T know this? for I am an old 
Man, and my Wife well ſtricken in 
Year, Luke i. 18. the Angel at 
once gave him a Sign and a Puniſb- 
ment, ſaying, Behold, thou ſhalt be 
dumb, and not able to ſpeak, until 
the Day that theſe Things ſhall be 
performed ; becauſe thou believeſt not 
my Words, which ſhall be performed 
in their Seaſon. Ver. 20. 


3dly, and laſtly, In all Exi- 
gences, and under all Difficulties, 
let us put our Truſt and Confidence 
in the Lord, and he, in his own 
appointed Time, will deliver us out 
of them all. While we live in this 

7 D State 


C 
_ 
5 
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state of e Bailey and Ape e den, 
the greateſt Comfort that can poſ- 


fibly flow / in upon us, ariſes from 


-2 firm" Hope and Confidence in 
God Almighty, in his Providence, 


and ſare Protection.” 


og rein is chen mo happy, 
\when he relies moſt upon his Crea. 
tor: To truſt in any other Object, 
is vain; nor can we in reaſon ex- 


pect to be preſervd by any 
other Being but that which created 


us. 
GSobp is the only proper Refuge 
for His Creatures to 7 to, when 
; under 


[35] 
undet Circumſtances of Difficulty | 
and Diſtreſs; not only becauſe he 
is: Almighty, and therefore can 
deliver them, but becauſe; he 


is moſs merciful, and therefore 


will. 


: 


WIEN Fehoſaphat, warring againſt 


the King of Hria, was in great 


Danger of being flain, - He cried 


ont unto the Lord in his Trouble, 


and he. delivered hi out of. wy = 
Diſtreſs, 2 Chron, xviii. 3 1. 


. Wu N Iſaiab told Hexekiah, that 


God would deliver him out of the 
Hands of the Mrians, the good 


King 


"*% 


= 
= | | 
4 
J 
| 
] 
is 


7, 7 
King firmly. relied on 1 ü | 
rance which God had promiſed, 


and accordingly he Om” it, 
2 Ang xix. 25. 


Hz could not indeed have any 


| Apprehenfin of the Means by 


which God would perform it; but 
nevertheleſs / he believ 4. that it 
would be effected; and he felt the 


Benefit of that great Succour, 
though he ſam not the Hand that 


brought 1 "oe 


"* | _—_ 
Ido whatever Depths of Ca. 


lamity we are plunged, God's 


: Arm 


L247 ] 
Arm is ſtrong enough to pluck us 
out; and therefore we ought to 


put our Truſt in him, who alone is 
able to ſave us. 

Tu us under all the various 
Changes and Chances of this mor- 
tal Life, let us fix ourſelves firmly 
upon the Rock of God's Providence ; 
ſo ſhall we be at Ref, amidſt all 
Commotions, and ſtand ſecure 
from the Waves of this trouble. 
ſome World. x * 


New 


——— — 2 — — — 


* 


_ 

6 Eel! Now'to Gol the' Faber, Obe 15 
Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, 
bie aſcribed” all Honour and 


Glory, both now and for n 
More. Amen. | 3 
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